Champaran, Ahmedabad, and Kheda were indeed dress rehearsals of the long battle that was waiting to be waged under Gandhi's leadership.22
The Gandhian era had begun, and the three decades after Champaran witnessed the widening of the scope for a struggle based on process of interplay of concepts, such as the principles of law, justice, and morality, apart from the idea of rights. It is also important to recognize that beside the economic concerns that were raised in these events, social concerns (caste in other words) also marked the dynamics of these movements. The peasantry, across the country, was and continues to be constituted by the Other Backward Classes, while the landowners were and are the upper castes and the Dalits being landless agricultural workers predominantly. Hence, it is inevitable that the radicalization of the freedom struggle, as it began with the Gandhian era, turned out to be the terrain from where substantial changes were initiated on the social chemistry in the countryside. While there are works that have discussed these and some have even condemned this process as a mere conspiracy by the social elite to keep the subaltern groups as merely a tool for national liberation, this book will seek to locate the process and its role in the making of the Constitution and the efficacy of that Constitution in the larger scheme of nation building.
This transformation of the idea of freedom with the arrival of Gandhi on the scene was indeed described by Bipan Chandra Pal, an eminent leader of the pre-Gandhian era, as follows:
Today, after the downfall of German Militarism, after the destruction of the autocracy of the Czar, there has grown up all over the world a new power, the power of the people determined to rescue their legitimate rights the right to live freely and happily without
footnote: For an elaborate discussion on these three agitations, see Chandra, et al., India's struggle for independence, pp. 178-181. It is interesting to note here that E. M. S. Namboodiripad, who theorized best for the communist movement in India, treats Champaran as the crucible from where the Gandhian strategy evolved. See Namboodiripad, The Mahatma and the Ism.